Angiodysplasia and von Willebrand's disease type IIB treated with estrogen/progesterone therapy.
The association between angiodysplasia and von Willebrand's disease was first reported in 1967. The cases reported to date have involved patients with type I and IIA von Willebrand's disease. We report a patient with type IIB von Willebrand's disease who suffered gastrointestinal bleeding attributable to gastric angiodysplasia. The patient underwent endoscopic electrocautery acutely and has been treated long-term with estrogen/progesterone therapy. She has suffered no recurrent gastrointestinal bleeding at over 11 months of follow-up. We suggest hormonal therapy as an alternative to repeated blood product transfusion or extensive surgical resection in patients with von Willebrand's disease and gastrointestinal bleeding from angiodysplasia.